’f})’rhat Situation

/" Under Control

f’/ GAUHATI, April 10.—The situa-
tion on Saklalinga tea estate, near
Jorhat, era two groups of
worker, el yesterday, was
stated /to hel\under \control today,

ioner of Sib-
nine people

arrested.

bm\ eefl the labourers
n Ted*Corporation and
tnose of 1\.1 Dharmeswar Kalita,
who bought the estate at a public
ruction in Jorbkat Court recently.

When Mr Kalita went to the
garden yesterday with laboureﬁs'\o
take | possession, the garden’s
workers resisted their entry and
allegedly attacked them.

| Before it was put up for auction.
the garden was under the manage-
ment of i.h Assam  Tea  Corno-

ration £

The Iﬂstth I\ _jlre ordered

a magisferin] ingluiry Jto ascertain
i the m"} geme
(.nd hm\*

'as  involved
1(( Pdth(.‘] ed

utrong. } slice yn y have been
1 posted aq 4 pre j ‘y measure

and prohibitory orders under Sec-
| tion 144 GFPC promulgated.

Police are -stated to have selzed
some documents which reportediy
incited the workers against,the
new proprietor. "

‘Saklatinga  tea estate was-not
running profitablysand outstanding
dues amounted” to nearly Bs 80
lakhs, Provident fund dues were
also ouistanding: and the ‘garden |
was auctioned by the/Deputy Com-
missioner on November 17 for re-
covery of the dues. It was pur-
chased bv. Mr Kalita -but accord-
1 ing to rules, the sale was fo bhe
confirmed within 60 days. Mean-
while, Mr Bagri, the former man-
aging dipector failed to pay labour
wages.for several weeks in Janu-
ary last and at the instance of the
unions, he handed over the garden
to the Assam Tea Corporation.

The ATC paid part of the labour
dues and bonus and they were
managing the garden. But several
cases were filed hy different par-
ties, including the Apex Bank and
Assam Financial Corporation
against the management for reali-
zation of their dues.

However, district officials in Sib-
sagar gave sympolie possession of
the garden to Mr Kalita on March
28. The latter complained to the
district authorities that he was not |
allowed to enter the garden and
Sought police help.

The ATC also filed a petitlon
opposing the posting of a police
force. it said Mr Kalita had pur-
chased orﬂy four out of the 21
pattas of the garden and that tao
twithout buildings and machinery
and even tea bushes, The petitions
were being heard and the judg-
ment had not been delivered till
the time of their deparfure to the
garden yesterday.

The Additional District Magls-
trate yesterday delivered his judg-
ment, saying that possessien could !
not be given for the second time.

Mr Xalita is i1l and is under
Eri‘.atment in the Christian Hospi-

al, : /
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