FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT .

NEW DELHI, March 17.

The threat facing the Assam
Chief Minister, Mr, Golap
Borbora, appears to have blow
over, at least until the budget ses
sion of the State Assembly nex
month, )

Various ullegations of rampan
corruption, nepotism and gross in
efficiency have ™ been
against the Ministry by members
of the ruling Janata Party, espe.
cialﬁ" b% some of those helonging
f&) . Borbora’s own Socialist faee

on. ;

Mr. Borbora’s detractors are of
the view that the Ministry headed
by him s utterly incapable of de-
livering the goods. The Govern.
ment, they maintain, lacks dynams
ism, 'with the result that large
sums of Central assigtance rema
unutilised. )

They have mounted pressure on
the Janata Hiih Command that
Mr. Borbora should be directed
to seek a fresh vote of eonfidence,
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The demand was voiced in afmix
miorandum  signed by 22 Janata

MLAs, which was presented to the
Party President, Mr, Chandra She-

time azo.

ra Shekhar, sent the
1 Secretary, Mr. Ra-

a Hdgde, and the Union

khar, some

however, not
conclhusions

thel party and the Government as
the \ Chief Minister as well as a
vasth majority of the Janata legis-
lators, including other Ministers,
wera out of town the day he was
at_Gauhatl,

It is stated that Mr. Borhora left
Gauhati the very morning Mr,
Hegde arrived there.under the im-
ression that the High Command

d accepted his plea that Mr.
Hefde’a visit should be postponed,
Only a handful of leglslators—18
in all—not favourably disposed to-
wards the Chief Minister were on

1979.
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hand to apprise Mr, Hegde of their
grievances.

Mr. Hegde is stated to have not
been imfres.sed by the Chief Min.
ister’s plea that he had to go out
of Gauhati to fultll prior engage-
iments, and has given Mr. Chandra
Shekhar his tentallve assessment
of the turmoil in the Agsam Jana.

It is now expected that ° Mr.
Hegde will once again visit Gau.
hatl soon after the budget session
of the Assembly is over, and a
decision on issuing a directive to
the Chief Minister to seek the vote
of the party legislators would he
made after his refurn.

The Janata Party has a tenuous
majority in the Assembly, The ad-
mission of three independents has
raised its strength to 63 in the
126-member house. Four MLAS be-
longing to the Plains Tribal Coun-
cll are allied to Janata.

Observers are of the view -that
if discussion in the varfy is not
dealt with in time, the stability
of the Government will be eadan.
gered, Ho
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