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that both the groups would accept
the high commands verdict in (‘.he
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My, Hegde, during his meeting
with individual legislators of both
the factions is undsrstood to have
carried an impression that a size-
able section. of the Janata ILegisla-}
tors were in favour of the demand
that the Chief Minister” be asked
to seek a frash vote of confidence. |

He, however, impressed upon them
all the mneed for sinking differ-
ences and" working as a cohe-
sive party.

‘The need for unify was stressed

. by him poth ab the CGabinet meet-

» ing as well as the closed door
JLP meeting. But the detractors
of Mr, Barbora made it amply clear

. to the high command observer
that they were determined to carry

. their  fight to the finish.

‘  The failure of Mr. Hegde's mis-
sion should not mean any imme-
diate threat to the Borbora Mi-
histry because even before M, !
Hegde's arrival at Gauhatl, news.

' had been given out by the Mi-
nisterialists that they had suc-
ceeded in persuading the Party

. Chief, M. Chandra Shekhar to
send Union Steel Minister Biju
Patnaik to ‘“assess the situation
and report back to Delhi”, a job
for which precisely Mr. Hegde had
been sent.

Obviously, both the Ministe-
rialists as well as the Janata high
command are trying to postpone
fhe showdown in Assam, Buf if the |
attempts at making time are In;
the hope that the two groups could
be brought to compromise, the ex-'
ercice is doomed to fall .

The dissidents spokesman yes-
terday claimed that their strength
had further increased from 33
to 42. The Janata Party has a to-
tal of 60 Legislators in the 126
member Assam Assembly. It re-
mains in office with the supvort
of four tribal council legislators.
some independents and the CPM
group.
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