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Assam Cong, ‘meift’
| Delhi: unity mission

By Dur/Statt Correspondent
</ / SHILLONG, August' 4,
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,/GQNSIDERABLE importance is

attached to the trip to Delhi

by prominent Congress leaders of

.the =~ state, including (ke former

Chief minister, Mr. Williamson
Sangma.

! Their apparent objective is to press
the central leaders of the: party to
try- for unity between” the two Con-
8ress  parties. However, if  their
move fails, they have alternative
plans. at the state level, according
to observers.

here s Speculation that slate
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Congress leaders do not wish to wait,
indefinitely for a united  “Congress |
party, especially dn - view of the
fact that - the Congress has lost il.sZ
dominant  position in. the state as-
sembly as wellvas in the district |
councils, This has led them 10 be- |
lieve that in the absence of a united
Congress party, the better course for |
them will he to identify uhcmselves]
withe ‘regional Parties in the state, |
These parties are becoming. stronger |
in_the entire north-eastern region,
The' Congress party’s name in the
state assembly has already been oblij-
terated by the new designation,
“Meghalaya united legislative ~front,»
4 1nomenclature adopted with the
obvious intention  of attracting  in-
dependents and others to its fold,

NEW NAME LIKELY

Outside the legislative asscmb]y,,!
the party may go in for a new
| 1ame 10 acquire 3 regional ‘com-
plexion  and refurbish its image,

In such an eventuality, a major
pariner  in the aon-Congress coalj-
tion governmen in the state jg ex-
pected to withdraw from the govern- |:
mnent and join hands with the Con- |
8ress in its new .garb, {

Such a move is certain to sound
to death knell of the present uneasy |
coalition government in Meghalaya,
| which has been “limping along”
(| Since it assumed office on March 10
As it is, the fale of the  coalition
government hangs on ‘the results of
| elections (o the Khasi Hills district.
council.  FElections to the council
| are expected to be held in late Sep-

tember or the beginning of Ooto.
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Qbservers  also fecl that if (he
Congress party in the state degi s
o bréak away from the parcw/ﬁﬁg'y,
some non-triha) member; T the
' party may join the Con 58 (1),






