Leadership, scramble
in " Assan’
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Our Staff Correspondent\

“Vacked by a powerful Union |

Minister who ig taking an active
interest in Assam polities.

Mr Choudhury, now ia his
sixties, is a former Mayor of
Gaubati. The RSS-Jana Satigh
group has thrown its weight be- |
hiind Mr Lasheswar Gohain who
defeated former Minister Deben
Bora, Mr Dulal Barua, deputy
leader of the Janata Legislature
PartyA is_another strong eonten-
er. As

GAUHATI, March 3.

TE scramble for Chief Mins.
tership is on in the Assam
Janata Party. As there are hailf
a dozen contenders, a number
of State executive members and
newly elected MLAs feel that
the leader of the Janata Legis.
lature Party should be elected
by secret ballot. Also, thers
should be no “imposition” by the
Centre of an “outsider,’” % ee did mot contest
ar%a will stake ais
T i

contenders belong to the forme

JLP {eadeg Gauri Shan. |

Socialist Party—ny Golap Bor- ) ears an § time work.
bora, Mr Kiron Bezbarua arx)ld Mr | el Ty o
Lakshyadhar Choudhury.

Mr Borbora is the chairman of
the State Janata Party, Mr Bez.
barua, who won " the  Gayhsts| 53Vscats and its ally, the PTCA

west iseat, is g barrister and tea | four seats, It needs another nine
planter, He is reportedly being | for a pare Iajority, There are

(11 independents, including three
' | “rebels”, who fought and’, won
against the official Janata candi.

of the poll but noy the trend is
 fo “forget the past and bring
them ‘back to-the party,

The current thinking amon

' MLAs meeting which will elped
their Jeader here on »Monda}f

| Meanwhile, Governop . L pl

Singh hag accepted the resigna-

Mr Sinha gave an  emphatic
‘no” to g reporter’s question

be on asis of ideology or,#
progra heir  cost, |
“The| 0 compromisei‘
with cult and no»
questiok Wof tion Afith g
party tRal/ designdtes iSelf with
the nambY of an fipdividual—the
Congress- |

| said hig personal |
stand in the matter wag unequi- |
vocal and  woyld remain  un- |
affected even if some people
defected from the Congress  to
the Cong-I,
| About the cause of the Cozi»
gress debacle in Assam, he gaid
this was the inevitable result of
the Congressmen gradually los.
lng a contact with the masses in
! course of the years.
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