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i GAUHATI, March 12,—The first. non-Congress Minis-

swearing-in of 12 Ministers of

held at Dispur, the temporary

The Governor, Mr L. P. Singh,
administered the oath of office and
secrecy to the Ministers at a sim- /!
ple ceremony. Two Ministers of |
State—Mr Ramesh Mohan Xouli}
1 and Mr Song Ram Thaoseh—were
absent. during the ceremony. i

The Governor left for Shilloug|
immediately after the swearing-in:
was over., Later, speaking to|
reporters, the Chief Minister .
anneunced the portfolios of
hig Council of Ministers. :

Mr Bowrboerg will hold the port-
folios/ of Ii(mx(f Information and
Publi{ Rﬁglation 4 'meral Adminjs-
tration, Wlannigg fnd/Development,
Elections} Civii Defehce Persontel
and Admlnistrative Keformsy Secre-
tariat Aéininistratioh, Minority Af.
fairs, Freddom FighiterS, Walfare of
Plains, ‘ribals | “and _Backward
Classes, Sericulture and Weaving,
Flood Corttrol, Hill Apeas Develop-
ment, Printing and Stationery, So-
clal Welfare, Khadi and Village ih-
dustries. :

Besides these, the, Chief Minis-
ter will look after the departments
which haveinot yet been allocated.

The following is the list of port-
folios of the other Ministers:

Cabinet " Ministers: Mr Dural

{ Chandra Baruah: PWD (R and B), ||
| Supply, Trade and Commerce, Par- ||
i liamentary Affairs and Jails;
. Mr  Keshab Chandra  Gogol:
Finance, Judicial, Students and
lYouth Welfare, Sports and Tour-
SI; |

Mr .Lakhadhar Choudhury: Edu- |l
cation and Cultural Affairs; | |

Mr Soneswar Bora: Agriculture
and Cooperation; .

Mr Samar Brahma Choudhury :
Forests, Livestock, Veterinary and
Animal Husbandry;

Mr A, F. Golam Osmani:

.Irr‘lga-

tion, Power, Mines and Minerals|:

and Wakf;
Mr Jagannath Singh: Labour,
Industries and Public Enterprises;
Mr Lakheswar Gohain: Revenue,
Land Reforms and Soil Conserva-
tion; and Mr Zahirul Islam: Trans-
port, Panchayat, Community Deve-
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‘try in Assam, headed by the Janata Party leader, Mr Golap
Borhora, was installed here today, reports Samachar. The -

the 14-member Council was
capital of the State.

After thé"swearlig-in, the Chief
Mintster, gecompanied by the other
Ministers, went to the Secretariat
and held his first Cabinet meeting.

All but one of thesld4d Ministers
in the Ministry ~are new . faces
Mr: Jagannath Singh, who was a
member of. the Chaliha Ministry
in the State affer the 1967 Assem-
bly elections, is the only exception.

In the/ new Ministry, the youn-
gest member is Mr Zahirul Islam
(43) while the oldest is Mr Lak-
shyadhar Choudhury (62).

Mr K. K. Bishaya, president of
the Assamy Scheduled Castes De-
velopment Councll, today regretted
that there/was no Scheduled Caste
member«in the new State Cabinet.

He said this amounted to a viola-
tion. of the “safeguards” for the
Scheduled Castes guaranteed under
the Constitution.

Mr Borbora tonight expressed
his gratitude to the people of As-
sam ‘for their “generous support
and cooperation” for electing the
Janata Party candidates in the As-
sembly elections.

" In a broadcast, he hoped that
the Janata Government would con-
tinue to recelve their support and

cooperation in future, |

The Chief Minister said  that
after 30 years of Congress rule -

| the people “have entrusted us with

the responsibility of bringing back
Assam to the proper path of deve-
lopment”,

He said: “With unflinching des
termination to carry out this’ man-
date, we have assumed ofiice this
morning”.

Mr Borbora asked officials to co-
operate with the new Government
and do away with red tapism.
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| lopment, Municipal Administration,
| Town and Country Planning,

Among the Ministers of State are .
Dr Kosheswar Bora: Health, Fami-
ly Welfare and Excise; and. Mr '
Lilamoy Das: Fishery, and Relief
and Rehabilitation






