/ Forces Of Instability AV
Work In North-East

CALCUTTA:
R P. K THUNGON of
Arunachal Pradesh, the

Chief Minister of the outgoiag
Government, has gone on record
saying that agents of some
foreign powers are trying
create conditions of instability
and disorder in Arunachal and
v in the entire North-Eastern re-
gion. Independent observers of
the scene have also been appre-
hensive for some time about the
activities of such forces and their
agents in the area. ‘
_oIn: today’s conditions, political
instability seems to have becom
- a reality all across the nory
eastern region,

In Meghalaya, a general c¢
mate of tribal exclusiveness has
been ecreated ‘thanks mainly to
the All-Parties Hill Leaders Con.
ference (APHLC) — which is
now being supported by tie
Janata Party, though not openly.
The APHLC has been instru-
mental in imciting trouble bet-
ween the tribal and nou-trival
people of Meghalaya.

It has also been charged wita
inspiring students from Aruna-
chal to go to Shillong for their
studies—during which time, it is
said, they are givem the ground-
g necessary to spread dis-
affection in their home areas
when they get back. <

US CONNECTION

The People’s Party of Aruna-
chal (PPA), whose activities
secen to help the forces of desta-
bilization, is said to be financed
by the APHLC., It is common
knowledge that the APHLC is
largely influenced by the Ame-
ricans. (APHLC leader Stamley
Nichols Roy, born of an Ameri-
can mother, is married to an
American).

According to Arunachal Pra-
desh reports, the PPA has estab-
'{‘ lished liaison with both the
. American Baptist Mission Church

. Our Special Correspondent

on the one hand and the Chinese
beyond the border, on the other.
These reports also speak of fre-
quent Chinese infiltration — but
of course such reports are strong-
ly denied by official spokesmen.
It has not been denied, however,
that three or four Chinese infil-
trators were arrested in Aruna-
chal territory some time back.

A). The "PTCA,
a state undep the

The Janata <Party thas also
come to an understanding with
another separatist party, the
Ujami Assam  Rajya Parishad
(UARP),. which also demands /&
state separate from ‘Assam. Ob-
servers expcet that in ‘the com-
ing days, the campaign of both
the PTCA and the UARP will
gain further strengtn.

During the election campaign
il Assam, an unfortunate kind
of Assamese
sought to be strengthened by
certain quarters. The CPM
played into their hands by bring-
ing into Assam a large number
of /'volunteers from West Bengal
and Tripura.

In Mizoram, it has not besn
possible to hold elections till
now. There are continuing re-
ports of trouble in several areas,
and the Government has thought
it prudent to postpone the elec-
tion for the time being.

Newspaper reports show that
following the demonetization of
thousand-rupee and higher notcs,
unusually large amounts of

chauvinism was

money in these notes were de-
posited in the banks of Manipur
and Nagaland. One conclusion is
that in these two.areas, smug-
gling has been quite extensive.
The main border town between
Manipur and ‘Burma has earned
notoriety as a smwuggling centre.
Recent reports suggest that if
has also become a cenfre of other
more serious and dangerous
activities.
.~ The International Soeciety for

- Krishna Consciousness (ISKCO)

—a known American Hased out-
fit operating in this part of the
world—has opened a new centre
in Manipur.

In Nagaland, peace and nor-

‘mality are as tenuous as ever

But the peculiar political mora-
lity “encouraged by the Janata
Party "has not inhibited it from
cenferring recognition on the
UDF in Nagaland.

The leadership of the Janata
Government at the Centre should
know that Ghinese4rained rebel
Nagas have already combined
with the Burmese Nagas to form
a separate Naga State on Bur-
mese territory, mot very far from
the Imdian border.

‘EASTERN NATION’

It ig also no longer a secret
that the Mizo rebels regularly
receive help and assistance from
the Chittagong hill area in
Bangladesh. Tripura has borders
both with Mizoram and Bangla-
desh. According to Tripura Chief
Minister Nripen Chakravorty,
crimes have been increasing all
along the borders of Tripura.

In West Bengal, special and
influential lobbies are busy
spreading the idea of an “Eastern
Nation” comprising of West
Bengal, Tripura, Assam, Bangla-
desh, Manipur, Nagaland, Mizo-

ram efc. It is said that such
“nation” would be quite * .af
and that “all the countr & ¢f (h
world would have no alterna
tive but to give recognition to
this “Eastema Nation.”

Mr Thungon’s recent statement
in Shillong (that foreign agents
seem to.be active in Arunienzl
as well as the whole / tha
northeast region) was perhays
prompted by the activities of the.
PPA in Arunachal and the acid
vitles of the APHLC in Megha-
laya. But a close study of what
is happening in the entire region
suggests sinister doings-—inspir-
ed by powers inimical to the in-
terests of the country.

RESPONSIBILITY

The Janata Party cannot ab-
soive itself of the responsibility
for these developments. The
party consciously inspires aee:
gionalism and separatism, al-
though Prime Minister Morarji
Desai has been denouncing such
ideas, (

According fo Jamata Party
seniors in Calcutta, Mr Desai is
fully aware of the goings on in
the northeastern part of the
country, including West Bengal.
Oue reason for his stout rejec- |
tion of a ‘“national debate” on
the issue of Centre-State relations |
is believed to be this awareness, |

Congressmen of West Bengal
generally agree that the entire
northeastern region hag “become
extremely vulnerable” following!
the disintegration of the Con-
gress. CPI circles also feel the
situation is becoming dangerous. !
No such awareness, however,
seemns to influence the other par-.
ties. ‘

There is little conscious effort
made by the political parties to
rouse the people’s anger against
imperialist  conspiracies. The|
recent election battles have
served to further blunt the peo-
ple’s  anti-mperialist conscious-

ness.: &
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