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GAUHATI, MAY 4.—Though
nobody claims to know fhe
Chief Minister’s mind, a strong
rumour is current in political
circles here that a further ex-
pansion of the council of minis-
ters in Assam is in the offing.

The  Chief Minister, Mr.
Golap Borbora, who is known
to be keen on providing for re-
presentation on his ministrv to
all ethnjc and linguistic groups

as well as all caste and class |

interests, has already a cabinet
of .12 members, besides four
ministers of state and as many
parliamentary secretariea.

Yet., some circles appear to
grumble that their communities
have not been given ‘due repre-
gentation.”” Similarly, there are
a few MLAs who joined the
Janata Party either on the eve
of the last assembly poll or ims
medliately thereafter and now
find that they have not been re-
warded,

‘sented.

Such demands and pressures

are being hrought to bear upon

Myr. Borbora ever since he as+
cended the chief Ministerial
pedestal in the earlier pait«of
last March, However. to ag¢com-
modate some of' the aspitants.
he made subsequent additions
to the ministry and also created
the posts of four parliamentary
secretaries. But now it appears
that some gections of the people
have still. remainsd . unrepite-
sented, while it is also contén-
ded that certain districts® or
groups have been 'over-r‘e'_xgre-

Returned to the state assem:
bly on Congress tickets, two
MILAg, belonging to the commus-
nity . of tea labourers, jolned

the Janata Legislature Party in -

March. It is understood that
they have been expecting to gét
suitable positions in the JEP,
which includes the .minlaterial
team, At present, the pea
labour community is represent+

-t

jon of
Ministry in t]

ed In the government by a soli«

tary parliamentary secretary.
Notably, the addition of these

two members gave the JLP the

. much-needed absolute majority

in a house of 126 and, inciden-
tally, also rid the state’s ruling
party. of its uncomfortable

_dependence on voluntary allies
. like the CPI(M) and the RCPI.

Its alliance with the self-abne-
gating PTCA, forged an the eve
of the assembly poll, however,
stands on more solid and sure
grounds,

The district of Cachar, it tis
widely acknowledged, is ade-
quately represented, having two
members (Mr, Jagannath Singh
end Mr. Abul Fazl Golam
QOsmani) in the cabinet and one
My, . Lilamoy Das)—belonging
to the scheduled castes—as a
minister of state, While nobody
seems to have any grouse over
it, the Bengalees and the schew
d.uled. castes people

in the |

'nonethm

Brahmaputra Valley,
less, feel that thelr cases have
gone by default.

The demand for inclusion of

ot least one scheduled caste
member in the cabinet, apart
from Mr, ' Lilamoy Das, was

made hefore the Chief Minister
during the

other hand, some Bengali lea-
ders of the Brahmaputra
Valley pleaded their case with
the Chief Minister last month,
before. the latter went to New
Delht.

It is clalmed that Mr. Bor-
bora had assured the deputa-
tionists that he would ‘consult
the central leaders of the party
and take a decision about-ex-
pending the ministry en his
return. Back from N6w Delhi
on April 25, the Chief Minister,
howevez', went _on a° two-day
sojourn to Gacha.r and is now
at stpu,r.

ministry-making |
month of March itself, On the |






